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ELI na) mo 


VD SAJ 
The best way to study Marx is to read what he (often with 
Engels) wrote. His most famous short works - The Communist 
Manifesto; The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Napoleon; The 
Civil War in France; The Critique of the Gotha Programme; 
Poverty of Philosophy; Preface and Introduction to “A 
Contribution to a Critique of Political Economy”; Wages, Labour 
and Capital; Wages, Prices; Profit; and a (very) Selected Letters - 
are available in pamphlet form published by Foreign Language 
Press, Beijing, generally only from specialist bookshops, as are his 
Economic and Philosophic MS of 1844 (Lawrence and Wishart), 


The best paperback edition of Marx is the nine-volume Penguin 
Classic edition, with one exception. This consists of four volumes 
by political and philosophical writings (Early Writings, ed. and 
intro. by lucio Colletti; The Revolutions of 1848; Surveys from 
Exile; The First International and After, all 3 vols ed. and intro. 
by Lucio Colletti; The Revolutions of 1848; Surveys from Exile; 
The First International and After, all 3 vols ed. and intro. by 
David Fernbach); Capital, 3 vols, ed. and intro. by Ernest 
Mandel; the Grundrisse, ed. and introduced by Martin Nicolaus; 
and - the exception - an edition of the Communist Manifesto with 


a splenetically hostile introduction and feeble notes by A. J.P. 
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Taylor. This well replaced by the Norton Critical Edition of the 
Manifesto (ed. and intro. by Frederc L. Bender) which, like all the 


other Penguins, is soundly edited and stimulationgly introduced, 


Other selection are The Portable Karl Marx (ed. Eugen 
Kamenka) in Penguin; The Portable Karl Marx (ed. Eugen 
Kamenka) in Penguin; The Marx-Engels Reader (ed. Robert 
Tucker) (Norton); and Readings from Karl Marx“ (ed. Derek 
Sayer) (Routledge). Two useful “Student editions” are Capital and 
The German Ideology (Contaioning the famous Theses on 
Feuerbach (ed. C.J. Arthur) (Lawrence and Wishart). For Those 
who want their Marx, and Engels, as complete as possible in 
English, the Collected Works is approaching completion (forty 
volumes out of the final fifty available so far). This edition is 
organized into four parts - Early Philosophical Works (vols 1-3), 
General Works in chronological order (vols 4-27), Economic 
Works (vols 28-37), and Letters (vols 38-50) (Lawrence and 
Wishart and International Publishers). 

Cimt 

The Cambridge Companion to Marx“ (ed. Terreli Carver) 
(Cambridge University Press) Contains essays on reception 
history, philosophy, aesthetics, feminism, and gender politics. Tom 
Bottomore's A Dictionary of Marxist Thought“ (Blackwell) is a 


comprehensive dictionary of Marxism and its terminology. 


The most thorough critical history and assessment of Marx and 


Marxism is Leszek Kolakowski?s Main Currents of Marxist 
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Thought“ (Oxford University Press, 3 vols), including Engels, 
Bemstein, Kautsky, Lenin, Luxemburg, Trotsky, Gramsci, Mao, 
Lukacs, and the Frankfurt School; in contrast, the briefest, 
limiting itself to Marx, is Peter Singer”s Past Master Marx (also 
OUP). 


II 

The most comprehensive is David McLellan's Karl Marx- His 
LIfe and Though“ (Macmillan); the most attractive to read is 
Isaiah Berlin?'s Karl Marx“ (OUP) with an especially useful 
“Guide to Further Reading” (by T. Carver). A biographical treat, 
Which also contains biographies of Engels and Lenin, and of the 
idea of revolution and revolutionary socialism from Paris, via 
Marx's Rhineland and London, to Petrograd, is Edmund Wilson's 


To the Finland Station (Penguin) 


Nick Jacobs 1994 
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